Tru-Vue 3D Pictures 
By J. Clement 2021 


Tru-Vue was originally started in 1932 as an alternative to the 3D cards that had been popular 
since the civil war era. It had the advantage of allowing a viewer to see a number of images in a row 
with embedded text. In 1951 it was purchased by Sawyer’s and became a brand name for 3D images 
marketed primarily to children. The companion brand View-Master was higher priced and marketed to 
adults in camera stores. The Tru-Vue films were all in black&white except in 1950 when they created a 
few color images. While the B&W images are very stable. the color film was unstable and has faded. 
View-Master by contrast created all color images from its inception in 1939. 

Tru-Vue had an exclusive contract with Disney to produce 3D film strips based on their cartoons. 
They produced several Disney color film film strips created by Nelson Williams, NY. Nelson also 
created a strip of Peter Rabbit in B&W, but later in color. The Disney contract is one reason that 
Sawyer’s found Tru-Vue an attractive purchase. The purchase also eliminated their major competitor. 

Tru- Vue created over 400 film strips of various subjects. The strip, containing around 14 views, 
on 35mm film was fed into the viewer on the left. The actual number of images would vary. A lever 
would engage with sprockets on the bottom of the film to move to the next picture. After viewing, the 
film had to be pulled back to re-roll it properly. The earliest films were standard 35mm, but later films 
had custom made 42mm spacing sprockets along the bottom, which prevented misregistration. For more 
information see: Tru-Vue: Stereo's missing link (stereoscopy.com) 

View-Master continued to market the Tru-Vue film strips for a while, but also created a new card 
format with 7 scenes arranged vertically. Unfortunately, the film was Eastmancolor which has badly 
faded to magenta. Tru-Vue hired Joe Liptak to create children’s stories as dioramas, parallel to the 
stories created by Florence Thomas for View-Master. Some Tru-Vue cards had the same scenes as 
View-Master reels, and some of the original Tru-Vue scenes were re-released on durable View-Master 
Kodachrome. Unfortunately some of the best scenes were never re-released. 

The View-Master and Tru-Vue card formats were much more convenient than the Tru-Vue 
films. The cards and reels could be conveniently stored in albums or on a shelf like books. The films 
had larger images with sometimes higher resolution, but the handling made them more prone to 
scratches, and the rewinding was not as convenient. Some people might have liked the 14 film images 
rather than 7 on areel. Both the Tru-Vue cards and films had subtitles along the bottom which was 
nicer than having to look at the small print in the View-Master text window. The Tru-Vue cards were 
unstable, and the film chips had a tendency to come lose, while View-Master reels were firmly glued 
and only came delaminated after considerable age. 

The original Tru-Vue created more informal film images than the earlier stereoscopic cards. 
This can be a goldmine for historians and the images should all be scanned in 3D. The editing was 
sloppy and images were often repeated on unrelated films. 

The 3D scenes shown are parallel views with the left eye view on the left. You can view them 
with a lorgnette viewer or print them for an old fashioned Holmes-Bates card viewer. 


The Tru-Vue film format interleaved right and left halves of the stereo pair between two 
unrelated pairs. When advancing to the next scene, one frame was skipped. The images are 4 1⁄2 35mm 
sprockets wide. 
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sprocket 
This format was used by Realist 3D cameras in the early 1950s, but with a slightly different 


spacing which put the lenses slightly wider than the average eye spacing. The images for Realist were 5 
sprockets wide. The end of the Tru-Vue film had instructions to rewind and a test frame with different 
levels of density. Sometimes the rewind instructions were with the last 3D image. This film, while 
faded, still has enough of the 3 pigments for good color restoration. It also has only 10 3D pictures. 





Sales box, viewer and film boxes. The sales box is from around 1951 or later and was sold by 
Sawyer’s Tru-Vue in Beaverton, OR. It contained 4 Disney films plus viewer. The viewer is pictured 


upside down. The left box contains a 1933 created B&W film, while the right box contains a Disney 
film. 
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Tru-Vue viewer — Note the lever on the bottom used to advance the film. 
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The interior of the bers was Cend to hold 12 ala boxes lone with the viewer. The late 
model viewer does not fit into the box. The sturdy box had solid wood pieces glued together for the 
design, and a heavy cardboard insert covered with decorative paper. There were other wooden boxes 
with different designs as well as a Bakelite box of the same size. There was a latched library box and an 
embossed patriotic Union case with the same capacity and various cardboard boxes. There do not seem 
to be larger boxes, but there might have been some unique storage furniture. By contrast the View- 
Master library boxes could hold vastly more of the flat reels. 


An early children’s film created in 1933 was “The Night Before Christmas” which quoted a line 
from the well known poem attributed to Clement Moore, but then had a different narrative about how 
Santa brought presents to Patty and Jackie. It has some bizarre things. After the Patty and Jackie have a 
story about Santa, a remarkable scene faollows. 





Far up north Santa's driver awaits his master. Far up north Santa's driver awaits his master. 
Soon both will be speeding through the skies. Soon both will be speeding through the skies. 





Tru-Vue 215 Night Before Christmas (07) 
They inserted a travel picture from an unrelate film of an Inuit with a dead polar bear on a 
sledge, certainly not Santa’s sleigh. Then Santa goes to a store to buy Jackie a train. 


All ready now, he takes something for Jackie All ready now, he takes something for Jackie 
from his workshop and is off on his trip. from his workshop and is off on his trip. 





Tru-Vue 215 Night Before Christmas (08) 
The sign in the back says American Flyer and the train seems to be the two-rail configuration 
created by that company. This scene has some bad frame violation (obtrusive pop out on the left side). 
So Santa goes to the home and proceeds to put out the toys. 
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So he opens his bag of toys and candy and starts So he opens his bag of toys and candy and starts 
to fill their stockings He hears a noise! to fill their stockings He hears a noise! 





Tru-Vue 215 Night Before Christmas (11) 
Oops Santa looks very different and has changed clothes. One presumes the previous picture 
showed the hired store Santa, not the real one. 
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For Patty has a big beautiful doll with Poe For Patty has a big beautiful doll with eyes 
that close, and Jackie an electric train. that close, and Jackie an electric train. 





Tru-Vue 215 Night Before Christmas (17) 

Oops, he gave Jackie a Lionel train which has 3 rails. I guess he was forgetful and got the 
different children’s toys mixed up. This particular film had 15 scenes and one extra view with the 
instructions to rewind, which added up to 16 total. The first scene was a title and introduction. In 
addition, it has a single frame identification at the beginning plus another at the end. 


But Peter was very naughty and ran But Peter was very naughty and ran 
straight for Mr. McGregor’s garden. straight for Mr. McGregor’s garden. 





Tru-Vue C181 Peter Rabbit 03 Peter is naughty 

The Peter Rabbit color film has 10 3D images of which the first is just a title scene, plus the 
single frame identification and the last single frame showing the density range. The image has been 
fully restored with color correction and spot removal. While the color is reasonable, it may not be 
exactly the same as the original when new. The separate rewind scene is omitted and appears on the last 
story scene. The images were created by Nelson Williams. 

The following scene is from one of the 10 scene Disney films also created by Nelson Williams. 
It shows the scene before and after restoration. Williams is discussed in a separate article. 
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is the barker at the circus and Mickey Mouse is the barker at the circus and 
to go into the tent to see the invites the people to go into the tent to see the 
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PETER PAN « D-6 


Walt Disney's wonderful re- 
tellina of the story of the little 
boy who never grew up. 

Peter Pan and Tinker Bell, 
the tiny fairy, teach Wendy, 
Michael and John to fly around 
their bedroom, then are off te 
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Walt Disney’s wonderful re- 
telling of the story of the little 
boy who never grew up. 

Peter Pan and Tinker Bell, 
the tiny fairy, teach Wendy, 
Michael and John to fly around 
their bedroom, then are off to 


Never Land for adventure! Never Land for adventure! 
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The pictures shows the Tru-Vue card inserted into the top of the viewer. The lever on the right 
advances to the next image. The envelope in the center keeps the card safe from dust. The box on the 
right was the original box for the viewer. The viewer is a bit busier than the previous Tru-Vue film 
viewer, but both are about the same size, made of Bakelite. 

The fading to deep magenta is very evident in the card, but it is possible to restore most of the 
color using either a scanner’s color correction or Kodak digital ROC. 

The Peter Pan images were created by Joe Liptak, and were later transferred to a View-Master 
reel. The Tru-Vue cards and many other scenes by Joe Liptak are discussed in a separate article. Tru- 
Vue never attributed their cards, but Joe was hired by Tru-Vue to create various children’s’ stories 
dioramas, so these early diorama cards are certainly his creations. 
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The first view of Disneyland is 
an exact replica of an Amer- 
ican town at the turn of the 
century where horse-drawn 
trolleys and fire engines trun- 
de past 1890 business houses. 

Main Street leads from the 
quaint Town Square to the 
Plaza, the heart of Disneyland, 
whose gateways lead to the 
four fantastic “‘lands"’. 
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The first view of Disneyland is 
an exact replica of an Amer- 
ican town at the turn of the 
century where horse-drawn 
trolleys and fire engines trun- 
de past 1890 business houses. 

Main Street leads from the 
quaint Town Square to the 
Plaza, the heart of Disneyland, 
whose gateways lead to the 
four fantastic ‘‘lands"’. 
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awyer’s Tru-Vue card of Disne lan. The magenta fading is obvious. 


An old-time popcorn wagon does a rushing An old-time popcorn wagon does a rushing 
business in the Plaza, the center of Disneyland. business in the Plaza, the center of Disneyland. 





The Tru-Vue early scenes of Disneyland were never transferred to View-Master reels, so the 
only way to see them properly is to scan them with color correction and create digital copies for viewing 
on a 3D device or printed for lorgnette viewing. The Night before Christmas film and the Disneyland 
card are all on an accompanying Zip file. Views restored by J. Clement. 


